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> REPORT. » 


Lo the Honorable the State Board of Education : 

The third school-year of the Institute began on the 
twenty. first -day of September, 187 4, The. number - of 
pupils in attendance during the year. Was nine. The 
teachers werd the same as during the preceding year, un- 
til April, 1875, when Miss Fánnie Barker was appointed 
“Music Teacher in place of Miss en who had re- 
signed. 

On the sixteenth of April, Mrs. Nesbit, the Matron, was 
fatally injured ‘by being thrown from a wagon. She had 
performed the duties of her responsible charge with great 
diligence and fidelity, winning the love of the pupils and 
the esteem of the officers of the Institute. . Tt, being im- 
possible to find apy one to fill the important «place which 
her sad death had made vacant, ‘the Board thought best 
to close the: term, which was done on the twenty-first of 
the month. ° In July, Miss Simpson, who had been Prin- 
^ cipal from the first opening of the Institute in. ‚1873, -re- 
moved from the State. 

A contract having been made with Dr. E. Y. Chase for 
the care and’ maintenance of the ‘school, thé fourth term 
was opened on the fourth day-of October, 1875. "Mr. 
| Charles H. Kaiser, a graduate of and a teacher in the New 
York Institute, was appointed Principal, and took charge 
of both the Literary. and Musical Departments. During 
the term there' were six pupils ; the school-year closing on 
the seventeenth of March, 1875. DNE 
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‚The pupils during the two. years were!’ " o 2 0 5a 
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_ Brewer, David H..........—....... Lulu esser. Wasco County. 
Lewis, Louisa Bee... Benton County. - 
McFadden, Harriet.:........... eee eee LOA County. 
- Morgan, Zuritha...-. i ce Teese orto. Yamhill County. 
Morris, Ernestine Dis el Malen County. 
` Savage, Blanche..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s Marion Coubty, - ; 
Tomlinson; Fr: eS MEE County. 
Watkins, A i County. 
Whitaker, Benjamin: i. eese Lane. County, . 


Total, nine; of whom three were males and six females, | 


‘Instruction has been. given in the, following studies: 

Reading , in thrée different systems ot raised. print, viz; . 
The line indem generally used iu this country; the Moon, 
system, ‚juvented by a blind man in England; and the - 
New York point sy stem. Arithmetic; mental and, prae- , 
tical; Geography: Histo y of the United States; Spelling, 
and Vocal and "Instramental Music. l 

The Students have been diligent in TE use of the ip- 
-paratps and attentive to the taithful teaching, of their in- 
structors, and, have accordingly.. mude commendable pro- 
gress in ‘their ‘studies, They deserve credit for-excellent 
deportment as well as for good amproyement of the ad- . 

‘s vantages ‘offered them. There is also. great cause “for 
Alas that they have enjoyed almost unintei rupted i 
good health. And much praise is due to. Mrs. Chase, the l 
Mätrou during the past year, tor her affectionate, and 
watehful. care of the pupils. gb 3 

In „Nov ember, 1815, the Institute. received from Sir 
Charies Lowther, Leeds, England, E 'generous donation of, 

> over one hundred ‘ind twenty volumes of miscellaneous, 

reading, religious, ‘biographical and historical. These ;. 
books ure printed in the Moon type. ` 
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' Jti is very important for the. best interests of our State 
| that the- nature, and design. of. this: institution , ‘should be. 
rightly understood. All, our. people ought to know that : 
this, - Institute- for- the. Blind, maintained. at the public’. 
expen: nse and placed under the direction of thé State Board . 
of Education, is not an asylum, mor a hospital, nor 4 poor- 
house, . but. a school. , lt is a part of our common school _ 
system. .Its object. is to fulfill the duty which the: State . 
owes in the. matter of education. to one -peculiar class df . 
its citizens; to. furnish, the, blind with -the, means of ob- 
taiuing at ‚least as much- ‚knowledge..of ‚the ‚ordinary. 
branches, of learning us seeing children.can acquire in the: 
public schools; to. give them also the. mental training. 
which they specially .nged;'to make. good their unfortu- 
nate, physical defect, and to put them, as far as possible,” 
on an equal footing with others as regards that education 
which it is claimed the State ought to give to all its 
children. And it is further the design of the school to 
cultivate a right and honorabie feeling of independence i in 
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. the pupils and to teach them that itis their duty to use — 


diligeutly all the capabilities with which, they have been : 


endowed, and to labor truly, as others do, to get their. 
own living. 


» 


4 The welfare of the State requires that this obj éct should " 


be accomplished. It is only in this way that the blind _ 
can be prevented from being always a helpless, unpro- ' 
ductive, expensive and wretched class in the community. 
Only by some such plan as this, wisely aud faithtully-..- 
carried ont, is it possible to attain the result which all 
good citizens must wish may be speedily attained, viz 
the removal of thas grievous defect of blindness. The final - 
result; that ought to be our aim is the curing of every | 
detective class of persons. >. ' 


2 ei INSTITUTE FOR-THE BLIND. — : ( 
A ^ And that desirable end can be secured: so far:as regards . 
the blind, only by’ teaching them to consider that théy are: 
.'not to be any more dependent upon charity than others - 
are ; and by furnishing them the‘ means, not of living idly 
^o. at.the: expense of the Staté,- but'of supplying their defect 
and making themselves useful members of society. ^ 
Ther&are, probably, at least twenty-five persons in our 
State who might profitably use the advantages~ot the In- 
a stitute. In order to extend its benefits to them, the ap: ' 
propriation ought to be much larger than has heretofore 
been granted. Ample and liberal means given now, 
_ enough to remedy the evil soon, will save the common- E 
l _ wealth great expense in the future performance ofits duty. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN u, BABCOCK. 
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